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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

THE EARL OF LIVERPOOL. 



My Lord, 

J^ EELiNG that the practice of Vaccination now 
stands convicted, in the most decisive manner, 
of being destitute of that character for which it 
was recommended and adopted, and that the 
public safety and comfort will be grossly com- 
mitted, if the practice shall be any longer fol- 
lowed, without an immediate, and most minute 
inquiry, into the present state of its pretensions 
to public confidence, it has naturally occurred to 
me to address your Lordship, being fully per- 
suaded I could not possibly address any one, in 
whose integrity and judgment, the nation would 
feel more completely satisfied, that every thing 
would be attended to, which the importance of 
the subject demanded. 

It is perhaps possible, my Lord, you may have 
heard before of my sentiments concerning Vac- 
cination, and it is also more than probable, care 
has been taken to make and maintain an impres- 
sion upon your Lordship's mind, highly favour- 
able to the Jennerian discovery, and inimical to 



those who ventured to suggest any thing adverse 
to its character. I must, however, my Lord, take 
the liberty of observing, that no one could feel 
more deeply than I did, the disappointment of 
Vaccination being inadequate to give perfect se- 
curity against small-pox. I believe I was the third 
medical practitioner in Scotland who adopted 
Vaccination, and in less than two months after, 
small-pox inoculation was entirely superseded in 
my practice ; and before I considered it my duty 
to lay my doubts of the efficacy of the practice 
before the public, I had vaccinated upwards of 
twelve hundred cases, — a number, certainly suffi- 
cient to prove my motives could not possibly be 
selfish or interested, when I was declaring, that 
the practice I had recommended and followed 
for nine years, and for which I had received re- 
muneration, was wholly useless. 

A few months after I had begun the practice 
of Vaccination, I had occasion to meet the late 
Dr. Alexander Monro ; and upon my informing 
him of my having adopted the new practice, he 
declared, " that his apprehensions were so strong 
*' of the future mischief, and confusion, which 
" were likely to ensue, that it ought to be pro- 
" hibited by act of parliament." I however paid 
no attention to this declaration, being aware, it 
had no foundation whatever, and was merely an 
opinion prematurely formed, and totally desti- 
tute, at the time, of the support of experiment 
and experience ; and I persevered steadily, with- 
out the smallest change in my favourable opi- 
nion of the Jennerian discovery, until the year 



1808, when such a variety of proof occurred in 
my practice, which it was impossible for me to 
resist ; and I considered it my duty, to lay that 
proof, and the conclusions which it naturally sug- 
gested, before the public. 

When I determined, my Lord, to publish my 
sentiments, I was fully aware of the contempti- 
ble state of those who had hitherto opposed Vac- 
cination, and shuddered at the danger of being 
classed amongst them ; but the proof appeared 
to me so clear, and decisive, I determined to risk 
every species of detraction ; and I think, my 
Lord, after having undergone so severe an or- 
deal, you will readily allow, I have a full claim 
to whatever credit or reputation can now be ob- 
tained, from every opinion I then took the liber- 
ty of offering for their consideration, being con- 
firmed to the very letter, and that twelve years 
have nearly elapsed, before my professional op- 
ponents saw and confessed their errors. I am 
now however ready, my Lord, to consign to 
oblivion the conduct of Vaccinists and Anti- 
Vaccinists ; and I trust, that as truth and the 
public safety, ought to be our only aim, the 
whole medical profession will now cheerfully come 
forward, and assist in obtaining an inquiry, the 
result of which shall satisfy all concerned. 

It is not my intention to harass your Lordship, 
with any thing like a medical inquiry, or to tease 
you with a minute description of the merits of 
Vaccination, but to offer for your Lordship's 
most serious consideration, certain important de- 
fects which now attach to the Jennerian discove- 
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ry, which I aver can be fully substantiated with 
the most satisfactory evidence, if drawn from the 
proper source, and the inquiry conducted by a 
court properly constituted. 

When the Jennerian discovery, my Lord, was 
first introduced, it was considered so very extra- 
ordinary and doubtful an expedient, no medical 
man, of any eminence in his profession, would 
give it his sanction, without the most positive 
proof of its efficacy ; and the proof which put to 
rest all apprehension, was supposed to be found 
in the experiments, that those who had under- 
gone the Vaccine disease, were found completely 
to resist the variolous contagion, whether applied 
in the form of contagion, or inoculation ; and 
upon these tests being found perfect in hundreds 
of thousands of instances, the most entire con- 
fidence was placed by the profession and the 
public, in the complete preventive powers of 
the discovery, and the encouragement given to 
the practice was universal. Upon this seeming 
satisfactory result, the medical profession an- 
nounced, that the complete extinction of the 
dreadful disease of small-pox would be the con- 
sequence of the adoption of Vaccination, and 
steps were taken, and arrangements were made 
to obtain so desirable a result. But, my Lord,' 
three or four years hardly elapsed, before some 
suspicious circumstances made their appearance • 
and although these were laid asleep by the asser- 
tions, of what was considered superior authority 
still they gradually increased, and a degree of 
suspicion was, at the distance of six or eight 



years from the period of its adoption, introduced 
into the minds both of the public and the pro- 
fession. Still, however, the declarations issued 
by Vaccine establishments, colleges of physicians 
and surgeons, and other associations, maintained 
the character of the discovery, and all adverse 
facts were supposed to be satisfactorily accounted 
for, by mistakes and errors of every description, 
either as applicable to the Vaccine process itself, 
or to the eruptive disease which now succeeded 
Vaccination, and was supposed to have been 
small-pox. Year after year, however, notwith- 
standing every precaution had been taken to 
prevent their recurrence, these adverse facts 
have continued steadily to increase ; and within 
the last three years, have assumed a character 
and extent, to be mistaken by no one, whose mind 
is not enveloped in prejudice and scepticism. 
The experiment is now, my Lord, distinctly al- 
lowed to be defective, and the greatest advocates 
contend for its possessing a power, capable of 
only modifying but not preventing the operation of 
the small-pox contagion. 

Did matters rest here, my Lord, all might 
still be well ; but, alas ! numerous instances of 
severe disease, and a considerable number of 
deaths, have now been known to succeed the ap- 
plication of small-pox contagion, to cases where 
Vaccination was supposed to have been properly 
conducted ; and strong grounds are afforded for 
exciting the dreadful apprehension, that the 
Vaccine disease only exerts a temporary influence 
over the human body. If this should prove, my 
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Lord, to be the fact, how disastrous and distress- 
ing must the consequences be to all who have 
placed their hopes of safety in this expedient. 
Society must be thrown into universal consterna- 
tion, — the parent, the husband, and the child 
must be exposed to the most dreadful anxiety, 
distress, and danger, — their intercourse with the 
world must be timid, limited, and vexatious, and 
every comfort blasted by the most distressing 
apprehension. 

I make no doubt, my Lord, yovi will be equally 
astonished and alarmed at the representation 
now made, after his majesty's government hav- 
ing formed an institution, for the express pur- 
pose of watching over the interests of the public 
as connected with Vaccination. The directors of 
such an establishment, ought, above all other 
men, to have kept their minds unbiassed, and 
unprejudiced. They ought not to have consider- 
ed themselves, as they seem to have done, the 
guardians and defenders of the practice of Vac- 
cination, but the impartial umpires, who were to 
scrutinize the evidence for and against it, and 
deduce from the whole such conclusions, as the 
facts brought forward seemed to warrant. They 
ought not to have thrown, as their secretary Mr. 
Moore declared, the mass of evidence forwarded 
to them at their own invitation upon their shelves, 
as devoid of use, and undeserving of notice. 
Year after year, my Lord, their report has been 
handed over to parliament, strongly assertino- 
the value of the practice, and the entire confi- 
dence which the public might repose in its effu 
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cacy ; though they must at the same time have 
been aware, they were at the moment in pos- 
session of contrary evidence, neither easy to be 
answered, or invalidated. 

From this view it is evident, that this source 
of public information, whatever might have been 
reasonably expected from it, has been very far 
from answering its laudable purpose ; and that 
the authority of the National Vaccine Establish- 
ment ought not to be considered as unquestion- 
able, far less conclusive. It is scarcely indeed 
reasonable to suppose, that the directors of an in- 
stitution, possessed of so many peculiar advan- 
tages, would voluntarily step forward and de- 
clare, that the Jennerian discovery was wholly 
useless, and that the institution over which they 
presided should be broken up. 

I must, my Lord, be allowed to express my 
conviction, that the framers of these parliament- 
ary reports, and generally speaking the medical 
gentlemen connected with these institutions, are 
strongly prejudiced in favour of the Jennerian 
practice ; and that their conclusions have been 
drawn, much less from a survey of the actual 
practice, than from balancing the comparative 
merit of publications connected with the sub- 
ject. Had the whole of the evidence, for and 
against Vaccination, been regularly published, 
their deductions must have assumed some weight, 
but when one side is left wholly in the shade, 
we remain in fallacy and doubt. 

I may be allowed farther to observe, my Lord, 
that it unfortunately happens, that those gentle- 
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men who in other respects deservedly rank at 
the head of their profession, have little experi- 
ence in the practice of Vaccination, and almost 
no opportunities of attending to cases of small- 
pox succeeding to this process, except such as 
may be casually pointed out to them, by prac- 
titioners who attend in opposite circumstances, 
but whose authority on this point, is, from their 
more extensive experience, certainly entitled to 
much greater weight and attention. I must also 
caution you, my Lord, from allowing your judg- 
ment to be directed by those members of the pro- 
fession, who reside in the different capitals of the 
empire ; for independently of the drawbacks 
against their authority already pointed out, they 
are accustomed to assume the situation of um- 
pires upon medical questions, although their 
knowledge of the subject of dispute can only be 
acquired from books. Indeed, as far as regards 
the present inquiry, it may be affirmed, that the 
great majority of them, never saw small-pox, be- 
fore their attention was called to them by the 
question now at issue. Opinions have now again 
been advanced, which were long since given up as 
absurd and untenable, and theories dragged into 
light, which were exploded centuries ago. Dis- 
eases which were perfectly understood and defin- 
ed, are now questioned, doubted, and rejected, 
and all for the purpose of saving the credit of 
a practice, which if deserving, should stand in 
need of no such support, and which if undeserv- 
ing, must fall in despite of it. I trust that no 
medical practitioner of experience, will allow his 
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complaisance for the opinions of his professional 
brethren to silence his own, however opposite 
they may be, nor allow his judgment to be guid- 
ed and overpowered, by what he is too apt to 
consider as superior authority. His own actual 
observation must be his polar star, and he must 
not sacrifice the dictates of experience, for the 
conceits of fancy. As for myself, I have no he- 
sitation in declaring, that after nearly forty years 
full observation of the diseases of children, these 
opinions appear to me quite outre and utterly 
destitute of sound foundation. 

1 have felt it my duty, my Lord, to go thus 
far, in order to assist your Lordship in forming 
some judgment what weight should attach to 
some of those authorities, which his majesty's 
government might naturally consult upon this 
subject. In these observations, my Lord, I do 
not mean to charge the advocates of Vaccination 
with wilful misrepresentation, but I do mean to 
assert, that these circumstances clearly show, a 
strong partiality in favour of Vaccination, and a 
blindness and enmity to every fact which can 
militate against it. I assure you, my Lord, the 
consistency of parliament, of Vaccine establish- 
ments, of medical colleges, and private practi- 
tioners, all must be abandoned, and a proper plan 
adopted for satisfying the public upon what foot- 
ing their dearest interests are placed. If Vaccin- 
ation really possesses the power of being render- 
ed a safe antidote against the small-pox conta- 
gion, it must not be given up from clamour, pre- 
judice, or erroneous opinions ; but if it shall be 
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proved to be only a feeble, partial, and temporary 
antidote, it is evident, the sooner we renounce 
the practice, the better. — Neither the character 
of Dr. Jenner,* nor that of the legislature, or of 
the profession, could be hurt by the conclusion, 
as every one possessed of the smallest candour 
must allow, that Vaccination possesses very sur- 
prising powers in enabling the human body, to 
resist the small-pox contagion ; that the pheno- 
mena which attended the discovery were sufficient 
to encourage the most flattering prospect, and 
that Dr. Jenner was fully entitled to the hon- 
our and remuneration he obtained. 

Fortunately, my Lord, it is not now necessary 
to trouble your Lordship at much length upon 
this subject. Every disgusting defence and fri- 
volous excuse, is now abandoned by the warmest 
advocates of the practice ; and although the na- 
tional Vaccine establishment is still inclined to 
insinuate, that those Vaccinations, which were 
conducted on the plan recommended by their 
establishment, have not been succeeded with an 
attack of small-pox, still it is what they have not 
the smallest pretensions to ; for no private prac- 
titioner has been so guilty in changing so fre- 
quently their plan of conducting the Vaccine 
disease; and of course your Lordship will at 



* Although the date which is affixed to this letter is pos- 
terior to the announcement of the death of the deservedly il- 
lustrious Dr. Jenner, still as the whole letter was concluded 
before the event, I did not consider it necessary to make any 
alteration. * 
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once perceive by this mode of procedure, the last 
method which the establishment shall recommend 
must always appear the least faulty. Besides, it 
is what none of the medical profession, of the 
smallest pretensions to experience and candour, 
will give his consent to, and which I challenge 
the establishment to come forward, and seriously 
put in their plea for. All then, my Lord, that 
can now be contended for is, that those who shall 
undergo the process of Vaccination, will acquire 
a diminished susceptibility for the disease of small- 
pox ; a general mildness of the disease if it should 
occur, and an almost universal security from dan- 
ger. 

4 1 shall now, my Lord, proceed to examine, 
how far these claims are entitled to public confi- 
dence ; and I must first observe, it is certainly 
the duty of parents, to do whatever appears most 
conducive to the safety of their child ; but I ap- 
prehend, it is also evident, it is not their duty, to 
consult either their own immediate ease, or that 
of their child ; — their object certainly ought to 
be, to place their child in such a state, as shall 
enable him to move in every situation and sphere 
of life, without being exposed to danger, anxie- 
ty, and distress, from the constant apprehension 
of an attack of small-pox. Certainly, my Lord, 
when the Jennerian practice was recommended 
and adopted, it was expressly understood, that it 
was a complete antidote against the disease of 
small-pox, and that those who submitted to it, 
might go wherever they pleased, without any 
dread of being exposed to the ravages of that 
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dreadful disease. But now, my Lord, how diffe- 
rent is the character now contended for even by- 
its professed admirers ? For granting it the qua- 
lities just now quoted, we are still left to con- 
clude, we must, in all human probability, suffer 
an attack of small-pox, at some future period of 
our lives, and this attack may not only be severe, 
but dangerous. Therefore, if they still continue 
to select the Vaccine inoculation, notwithstand- 
ing its evident and great imperfections, I should 
conceive, they are acting very improperly, with a 
view to the comfort of the individual, who is 
most interested. I cannot, my Lord, conceive it 
possible, if we still pretend to retain the faculties 
of reason, to persevere in recommending without 
reserve, a practice, whose source is involved in 
confusion and mystery ; where the facts which 
gave origin to the practice, are in the most direct 
contradiction ; which is incapable of influencing 
the system in a regular, or positive manner ; 
where many of the phenomena resemble those 
produced from matter possessing no specific in- 
fluence ; where no one certain criterion exists of 
the attainment of the effect of the process ; where 
we have been obliged to make a total renuncia- 
tion of every principle which was introduced at 
the commencement of the practice, and consider- 
ed as matters of fact, and to replace them with 
others, which while they assisted in removing 
some vexatious and disastrous facts, were totally 
discordant with the proof which the subject ad- 
mitted of; where we have been compelled to 
make use of the frivolous and foolish distinctions, 
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of local and constitutional affections ; perfect, 
imperfect, spurious, and genuine vesicles ; and 
reduced to the disgusting necessity of using tests 
for ascertaining the existence of the disease ; and 
to the contemptible evasions of flea-bites, chick- 
en-pox, &c. &c. And still, my Lord, this fright- 
ful chaos, is to combat an enemy, the source of 
which we are wholly ignorant of, and is also the 
most active, severe, and fatal in its nature to 
which mankind is exposed. 

But I apprehend, my Lord, if we shall exa- 
mine the results which experience now affords, 
we shall find the most decisive evidence for aban- 
doning any hope which might be entertained 
from this quarter, and reject the reasons now 
offered as a sufficient encouragement for perse- 
vering in placing our confidence in this disco- 
very. 

It may be first observed, my Lord, that in the 
certainty of variolous contagion exerting its ef- 
fects upon the human body, and the extent of 
its consequences, every thing depends upon the 
accumulation of contagious matter, and its ori- 
ginal character for severity or mildness, and the 
extent, duration, and mode of its application. 
There is not a member of the medical profession 
of experience and observation, but must have re- 
marked, that these circumstances distinctly exert 
their influence, in the propagation of every con- 
tagious disease, and must also have met with 
many instances, where contagion was resisted at 
one period, even although placed in circumstan- 
ces favourable for the operation of the epidemic, 
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and have afterwards been subjected to the dis- 
ease, in its most severe and fatal form ; and the 
truth of this I have had frequent opportunities 
of observing as applicable to our present subject. 
I can assure you, my Lord, from examining my 
own practice, few or none escaped at the distance 
of six years after Vaccination, that were placed 
in circumstances favourable for the operation of 
the contagion ; not one-half even at four years ; 
and those who in general resisted the contagion, 
were either within this period, or not exposed to 
a severe epidemic, and extensive application of 
the contagion. 

But, my Lord, the mere recurrence of small- 
pox after Vaccination, would form but little ob- 
jection to the practice, if this attack could always 
be depended upon as being perfectly easy and 
safe. Experience, however, has on the contrary 
distinctly shewn, that we cannot depend upon 
the safety and mildness of the attack of small- 
pox ; for every successive year has proved, that 
the susceptibility for small-pox contagion, has 
not only increased, but also the tendency to a 
severe and even fatal disease ; and these instan- 
ces, from the length of time which has now 
elapsed since the introduction of Vaccination, 
have assumed the most alarming and decisive 
character. Indeed, this was naturally to be ex- 
pected ; for it was not possible to suppose, that 
whatever should be the cause of giving an in- 
creased facility to the operation of the small-pox 
epidemic, should not also diminish the chances 
of a favourable result. 
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From an attentive examination too of many, 
or all of the late publications upon this subject, by- 
its professed admirers, you will find, my Lord, 
these consequences attach to the practice of me- 
dical practitioners in general, extending to from 
two, to four children in one family, whether 
vaccinated by the same, or by different practi- 
tioners, at the interval of years. Indeed I will 
venture to affirm, if proper steps are taken to 
secure the application of an active contagion, 
three vaccinated cases out of four will be found 
to yield to the influence of the epidemic, if the 
period from Vaccination exceeds six years ; and 
in some families, I have seen the whole vacci- 
nated cases yield to the influence of small-pox, 
from four years and upwards, if I was allowed 
to regulate the application of the contagion. In 
fact, my Lord, it was from tracing the regular 
progress of the contagion, through the families 
of one or two villages, which were vaccinated 
by a great number of medical practitioners, in a 
great variety of ways, attended with an uniform- 
ity in the result, which it was impossible could 
be the effect of accident, that the change of my 
sentiments concerning the properties of the Vac- 
cine practice was effected, and the conviction 
firmly established in my mind, that the Vaccine 
influence over the human body, as enabling it to 
resist small-pox contagion, ivas feeble, partial, 
and temporary ; and I think it but justice to 
myself, my Lord, here to declare, I never perus- 
ed a single publication belonging to those who 
were called Anti-Vaccinists, until I met with the 
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proof which I have noticed above ; and all that 
I then knew of their facts and assertions, was 
entirely obtained from the works of their deter- 
mined enemies, and the admirers and promoters 
of the practice ; therefore, if my mind should be 
supposed to labour under any prejudices inimi- 
cal to Vaccination, they must have been pro- 
duced by causes, which ought to have had quite 
an opposite effect, as they were entirely derived 
from the statements of the Vaccinists themselves, 
and from my own experience and observation. 

I must not here omit to notice a very import- 
ant fact, which has been triumphantly, but in 
my opinion very injudiciously, and imprudently 
employed by the supporters of the Vaccine in- 
oculation, to recommend the practice to public 
confidence. — What I allude to is, that cases of 
failure have been much more numerous among 
the lower than the higher classes of society. — ■ 
Surely, my I^ord, I need hardly observe, it would 
be madness itself to contend, we have vaccinated 
the rich perfectly, and the poor imperfectly ; and 
consequently that our Vaccine establishments 
were worse than useless, as their practice is al- 
most exclusively confined to the lower orders of 
the community. But, my Lord, this fact can be 
satisfactorily explained, and is, upon a little re- 
flection, quite obvious. It is well known, the 
higher orders of society uniformly avail them- 
selves either of inoculation or Vaccination ; and 
whether in attending school, or in their amuse- 
ments, are still amongst themselves, it is evident 
they cannot so readily be exposed to the small- 
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pox contagion ; "but experience has now fully- 
shewn, wherever they have been exposed to the 
influence of the epidemic, they too have caught 
the small-pox ; and in many of these instances, 
the disease existed in a very severe form. In- 
deed, my Lord, this fact, far from being employ- 
ed by the friends of the Jennerian discovery, as 
a bait, and recommendation for putting confi- 
dence in the practice, ought to be considered, by 
the higher classes of society, as a strong argu- 
ment against it ; for those very individuals, who 
flatter themselves with this exemption, and re- 
ject with disdain, and even horror, every attempt 
to expose the imperfection of the Vaccine inocu- 
lation, will ultimately prove the principal suffer- 
ers, as they may avoid the influence of the small- 
pox contagion, while the power of Vaccination 
is capable of mitigating the subsequent attack of 
small-pox, and may afterwards be infected, 
when, as I shall endeavour to prove, the influ- 
ence of the Vaccine process may be completely 
exhausted, and thus left without the smallest pro- 
tection from the ravages of the epidemic. 

Upon the whole, then, when we consider what 
has been already stated, together with the prodi- 
gious number of cases which have been attempt- 
ed to be disproved, rejected, and thrown aside, 
upon the score of chicken-pox, horn-pock, flea 
and bug bites — slight feverish attacks ; imper- 
fect, spurious, and unconstitutional Vaccination ; 
there cannot exist a shadow of doubt that the 
proportions of failure, which we have already 
stated, will be found to be correct: and that those 
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iases which have hitherto been supposed to resist 
the small-pox contagion, have either not been at 
all exposed to the influence of that epidemic — 
have not arrived at that distance from Vaccina- 
tion which allows the constitution to be liable to 
the contagion — may be those instances who have 
already been subjected to its influence, but have 
passed unobserved — or those cases which, from 
peculiar circumstances either of the Vaccine pro- 
cess, or the nature and mode of being exposed to 
the epidemic, or the state of the body at the time, 
may resist the influence of small-pox at one time, 
and suffer from it at another ; or they may be 
those instances, and many are to be met with, 
which are unsusceptible of small-pox at any 
time. Therefore, from all these circumstances, 
I apprehend it is quite apparent, that the dimi- 
nished susceptibility for small-pox contagion, 
and the certainty of a consequently mild disease, 
are reduced to such trifling and uncertain advan- 
tages, that even did no other fault attach to the 
Vaccine practice, they would be sufficient to de- 
stroy all farther confidence, until an impartial 
inquiry had been adopted. 

But, my Lord, were it even possible to pro- 
ceed with the Jennerian discovery, under these 
circumstances, I apprehend all title to confidence 
must cease, when we consider there are the 
strongest grounds for concluding, that the power 
which it exerts over the human body, in enabling 
it to resist the small-pox contagion, is, at best, 
temporary; and in order to place this important 
part of the subject in the most distinct point of 



23 

view, I shall arrange the facts, which in my opi- 
nion are insurmountable, under so many separate 
heads. 

1st, There being particular diseases which the 
experience of the medical profession, and the ge- 
neral consent of mankind concede in granting, 
only to occur once in our lives ; such diseases are 
to be identified only, by the uniformity and 
distinctness of their characteristic symptoms ; and 
when such are awanting, we entertain doubts, 
either of their existence altogether, or at least of 
their protecting power. Our experience has not 
afforded the smallest shadow of proof, that the 
protecting influence of such diseases, extends at 
all, beyond that of their own peculiar species. 

2d, When the Jennerian practice was intro- 
duced to public notice, the whole medical pro- 
fession, entertained great doubts of its powers 
in being able to confer, either immediate, or fu- 
ture security against small-pox, chiefly upon two 
grounds, viz. that of possessing no character re- 
sembling the disease it was meant to combat ; and 
its exerting no sensible or distinct influence over 
the human body. — For, if we examine the pheno- 
mena produced by the Vaccine inoculation, we 
shall find, they consist in the appearances of the 
punctured point, in general accompanied only with 
a slight derangement of the system, and very rare- 
ly with any distinct febrile affection. That these 
phenomena admit of a prodigious variety, over 
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which the medical practitioner has no controul, 
and still exert a protecting influence, at the 
time, over the human body, against the small- 
pox contagion. 

3d, It is also ascertained by experiment, if 
you introduce small-pox and cow-pock matter at 
the same time, by separate punctures, and the 
usual local phenomena proceed exactly together, 
still the disease produced will be small-pox. — If 
you introduce the cow-pock matter two, three, 
or even four days before that of small-pox, still 
the disease will be small-pox, but somewhat mo- 
dified ; and it requires the Vaccine inoculation, 
to be performed eight days before the introduc- 
tion of that of small-pox, in order to anticipate 
completely its effects upon the system. Expe- 
rience has also, in conformity with these experi- 
ments, shewn, that the eruption of small-pox 
has made its appearance, when the Vaccine 
vesicle actually existed at the time, surrounded 
with its areola of the most perfect kind, for more 
than two days, and not in the least modified, 
but in the highest degree confluent and followed 
by death, — small-pox pustules even existing 
within the very areola of the Vaccine puncture. 

4///, Dr. Jenner, in stating his facts relating to 
the proof which experience afforded of the im- 
munity conferred upon the human body by the 
effects of the casual disease, stated many fae K of 
an opposite nature, could only collect a few 
cases where the security had extended twenty. 
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thirty, or forty years ; and the general impres- 
sion in the neighbourhood seemed to be, only, 
that those who had undergone the disease from 
the cow, were hard to take the small-pox. 

5th, It was entirely from resisting the tests of 
inoculated and epidemic contagion, which were 
immediately applied to those who submitted to 
the Vaccine disease, the impression was produced 
upon the minds of the medical profession and 
the public, that the Vaccine process might be 
trusted to, as giving security against small-pox, 
and both these were had recourse to upon the 
introduction of the practice, to the extent al- 
ready noticed, and all were uniformly found to 
resist their influence. But a few years hardly 
elapsed, before it was observed that a consider- 
able number of cases, who had been vaccinated 
two and three years before, suffered an attack of 
what was considered small-pox, but in a very 
mild and modified form : these cases continued 
steadily increasing every successive year, in num- 
ber and severity, until again the tests which had 
at first imparted universal satisfaction were tried, 
and a very different result followed. It was then 
and is now ascertained, if you expose cases, which 
were vaccinated some years before, to the entire 
satisfaction of all concerned, to the influence of 
the epidemic contagion, small-pox readily follow- 
ed ; and if the contagion was introduced in the 
way of inoculation, not only the perfect local 
phenomena could be obtained, but also fever and 
frequently eruption. And in the application of 
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these two tests, at this period, after Vaccination, 
they exactly exert the same comparative influ- 
ence, which they would do, if they were applied 
to the human body, which had not previously 
undergone Vaccination. 

6th, In conformity with the above observa- 
tions, experience has also shewn, that for the 
first two or three years after the introduction of 
the Vaccine practice into Great Britain, scarcely 
a case of failure was heard of any where ; but 
after that period, such cases of failure, both in 
number and severity, have been met with, ex- 
actly according with the early introduction of 
the practice ; the extent of population ; and the 
proportion of the lower classes of the commu- 
nity. The accounts, too, from all quarters of the 
world have assumed exactly the same aspect; 
and, at the present period, it cannot be disputed, 
the cases of failure have assumed a most alarm- 
ing appearance from their extent, severity, and 
danger ; and from an impartial examination, it 
will be found, where an active small-pox con- 
tagion has full access to operate upon vaccinated 
cases of six years standing, nearly the whole of 
such cases shall be found to yield to the influ- 
ence of the small-pox contagion. Besides, it 
may be also particularly observed, that the com- 
parative state of the two inoculations at pre- 
sent, is, that in five hundred cases of small- 
pox succeeding to Vaccination, fully more than 
one death will be found now to occur ; and in 
conducting inoculation with small-pox, the num- 
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ber of deaths did not exceed that average ; and 
if you examine the number of severe diseases 
which now succeed to Vaccination, and com- 
pare them with the symptoms which followed 
the general practice of inoculation, you will 
find them also nearly upon a par; but if you 
compare the two practices in the future security 
and comfort they conferred, small-pox inocula- 
tion claims the most decided superiority. 

7th, It is now generally granted, that the 
vaccinated cases are not only more readily in- 
fluenced by the small-pox contagion, but also in 
severity, according to the extent of the period 
from Vaccination ; and these severe, dangerous, 
and even fatal cases, have, with very few excep- 
tions, generally occurred at not less than ten 
years from the period of undergoing the Vaccine 
disease ; and there seems an inclination among 
those only, who have been the professed advo- 
cates of Vaccination, to limit this period of in- 
creased facility and severity, to this distance 
from Vaccination ; and that after that period, 
there seems no additional tendency to be more 
strongly influenced by the small-pox contagion. 
But how is it possible, my Lord, to come to such 
a conclusion ? I would only ask these gentlemen, 
upon what possible grounds they can either sup- 
pose or contend, that if there are evidence of any 
influence, becoming weaker and weaker in the 
first ten years, so as not only to allow the small- 
pox contagion, with more and more facility, to 
exert its influence over the system, and, of 
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course, an increase in the extent of that influence, 
it should then stand still, and be no farther di- 
minished ? The idea is so fanciful, and I must 
say ridiculous, that it only requires to be men- 
tioned in order to be exposed ; and if these gen- 
tlemen who contend for such a singular peculi- 
arity, will be so good as give us their reasons, 
they may be assured they shall receive the weight 
they deserve. The truth is, my Lord, the reason 
that the cases of failure do not assume an uni- 
form appearance, will be found satisfactorily ex- 
plained, either from the difference in the severity 
and mode of application of the small-pox con- 
tagion, or from the different extent of influence 
imparted to the constitution, by the variety in 
the Vaccine phenomena ; for according to the 
severity and extent of the Vaccine phenomena, 
so is the extent of impression and security im- 
parted to the system. 

8th, The effects of the epidemic contagion, in 
producing a more severe disease, according to the 
distance of the period from Vaccination, is most 
strikingly exemplified, in those cases of small- 
pox, which have succeeded to Vaccination in the 
higher classes of society. And the gradual decay 
of the Vaccine influence is also distinctly ex- 
hibited, from the uniform progress, extent, and 
effects of small-pox contagion when it is intro- 
duced into those situations, where Vaccination 
had been almost universally practised. 

9///, The history and phenomena of scarlet fe- 
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ver, malignant sore throat, plague, dysentery, 
yellow fever, and other diseases of climate, and, 
I believe, we may add, every fever produced 
from contagion, clearly shew, that they by no 
means recur whenever the individuals are again 
exposed to the contagion, but give in all cases a 
temporary security ; and the phenomena and his- 
tory of variola, rubeola r together with the influ- 
ence of the vaccine virus, and the action of mer- 
cury upon the system, shew a specific action 
may not only exist minus in the system, but even 
in various degrees, and in proportion to the ex- 
tent of their action, so may the permanence of 
their influence be estimated ; and as the Vaccine 
process, only exerts a feeble influence over the 
human body, the extent and permanence of its 
effects are to be estimated accordingly. 

10^, It admits of demonstration, and which, 
according to my apprehension, should be consi- 
dered decisive of the question, that while we con- 
tinue to maintain the an ti- variolous power of Vac- 
cination will remain permanent, nothing but 
contradiction, confusion, and obscurity exist ; but 
the moment a partial, feeble, and temporary influ- 
ence is admitted, there are no more opposition of 
facts, no longer Vaccinist and Anti-Vaccinist, but 
harmony pervades the whole subject. 

It appears, then, my Lord, whether we consult 
analogy ; or the history of the casual disease ; or 
the phenomena of the Vaccine process itself; or its 
powers of subduing the small-pox contagion when 
directly opposed to each other in the way of in- 
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oculation, or when opposed to the epidemic ; or 
the perfect immunity conferred at one period, 
and subsequently imperfect at another; or the 
different results upon having recourse to the tests 
at an earlier or later period after Vaccination ; or 
the rapid and steady increase in the number, 
severity and danger of cases of small-pox suc- 
ceeding to Vaccination ; or the complete oppo- 
sition in which all the circumstances are now 
placed, if we maintain the permanent power of 
the Vaccine process over the human body, — we 
must concede, there are the strongest grounds for 
concluding, that the anti-variolous power of Vac- 
cination can be only temporary. 

I have now, my Lord, presented you with a 
faithful picture of the present state of the Vac- 
cine practice, and I trust you will agree with me 
in thinking, it is now high time an inquiry should 
be immediately commenced. It would have been 
well for this empire, and other quarters of the 
world, had this inquiry been granted twelve 
years ago. We have already treated the subject 
with criminal levity and neglect, and have accu- 
mulated, to an incalculable degree, the confusion 
and disaster that must ensue ; for, it does not 
admit of a shadow of doubt, that the facts which 
then existed, would have enabled us to arrive at 
the same conclusions; and surely, my Lord, there 
is no merit in only yielding to the most glaring 
and disastrous facts. The period has now pretty 
nearly arrived, which was contemplated by the 
prophetic eye of the late Dr. Alexander Monro, 



SI 



and the legislature must interfere to prevent the 
fatal effects which must follow, if the practice is 
farther persevered in without undergoing the 
most impartial investigation ; for you must be 
aware, my Lord, that we are not to calculate the 
bad effects of not granting this inquiry, from the 
mere consequences which are yet found to follow 
the Vaccine practice itself, but that we are to 
put down against such conduct, all the ravages 
which the natural small-pox now produces ; for 
these, I apprehend, would not occur, if proper 
steps had been taken to ascertain the pretensions 
of Vaccination to farther confidence, and to ren- 
der the practice universal if deserving ; but if 
not, to declare its abandonment, and to return en- 
tirely to the practice of inoculation. 

Before, however, my Lord, concluding this 
letter, it may, perhaps, be proper to inquire, if 
there are any expedients, which can be proposed 
for remedying such a complicated scene of dis- 
tress. 

The first question that naturally occurs, is, Are 
there any alterations, or additions, which can be 
made on the Vaccine inoculation, which could 
afford any rational prospect of giving perfect and 
permanent protection against the small-pox con- 
tagion ? I apprehend it is quite superfluous to 
enter minutely into this inquiry, — from what we 
have already seen, no medical practitioner now 
contends, nor I believe will the National Vac- 
cine Establishment, if distinctly called upon to 
say so and produce its proof, that they either 
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know, or possess, any particular method, by 
which they can give the Vaccine disease a cha- 
racter which will permanently secure the indi- 
vidual against small-pox, nor has any one even 
proposed such a method. The disease, when 
conducted by Dr. Jenner, by public institu- 
tions, private practitioners, by ministers, mid- 
wives, and farriers, all have failed, — whether the 
disease has been communicated by one puncture, 
by two, or even by four ; or whether it has been 
conducted by Mr. Bryce, and the eventful test 
found perfect, still all have fallen short of the 
desired effect ; and even allowing that it was 
possible to have perfect immunity from small- 
pox, conferred, by receiving the disease from the 
cow, still, I apprehend no one will contend, that 
it is possible to proceed with the discovery, if we 
are under the necessity of becoming milkers in 
the county of Gloucester. Or if, in order to 
make an approach to the casual disease, attended 
with such an effectual character, we were to 
puncture the whole body over, in numerous 
places, with lancets infected with virus, still I 
am of opinion the practice could not be adopted. 
But when even from such severe and disagree- 
able methods permanent and perfect security 
could not be promised, it is not necessary to go 
farther ; for it appears, even from Dr. .Tenner's 
history of the casual disease, it often failed in af- 
fording perfect protection ; and it is to be re- 
membered, too, that as they continued exposed 
to the Vaccine virus, during perhaps the remain- 
der of their lives, by continuing the office of a 
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milker, they might have the disease over and 
over again ; and if the cow-pock was really capa- 
ble of conferring security in any circumstances, 
these were precisely where it was to be expect- 
ed, and which the public could not possibly fol- 
low. 

The second question which occurs, is one of 
great importance to all who have placed their 
hopes of security in the Vaccine process, and 
have not yet had a subsequent attack of small- 
pox. They must certainly be placed in a most 
painful situation, and feel extremely anxious to 
know, what is the best plan for securing their 
ultimate safety. — I apprehend, my Lord, from 
the disastrous facts now pouring in from the 
cities, towns, and villages, not only of Great 
Britain, but of Europe, few practitioners will be 
so bold as to advise, and few individuals will be 
so blind as to place, an unlimited confidence in 
the effects of Vaccination. It is impossible, my 
Lord, that we can recommend a second Vacci- 
nation at the distance of six or eight years from 
the first, unless we are prepared for doing so at 
every such period during the whole of our lives, 
— a practice I should think wholly impossible. 
But supposing it even were practicable, still, as 
it is more than probable the regular and satisfac- 
tory phenomena would not be obtained when the 
first trial was made, a repetition of the attempt 
would be required again to be made, and the 
same consequences may follow, and much con- 
fusion would ensue; and after all it has been 
shewn, nothing at the best is obtained by this 
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expedient, but the power of only safely modify- 
ing the disease of small-pox, for eight or ten 
years, and to whose future influence we must 
still be exposed for the remainder of our lives. 
Nothing then remains for those unfortunate indi- 
viduals, but to place themselves as speedily in a 
state of safety, as their distressing situation will 
permit. I would recommend all, who have 
never undergone small-pox inoculation, subse- 
quent to Vaccination, immediately to submit to 
that means of protection ; and if the inoculation 
is followed with a pustule surrounded with in- 
flammation, attended with fever, and succeeded 
with pustules, however few in number, they 
may rest assured of complete protection against 
small-pox contagion. If, however, only the fe- 
ver, and neither eruption or rash, should follow 
the pustules and inflammation on the arm, still, 
I apprehend, the individual is entitled to place 
perfect confidence in his state of protection, as 
he is surely entitled to expect much more per- 
fect protection from a process, which has excited 
distinct fever and other symptoms characteristic 
of small-pox, than he could expect from one 
where no such constitutional symptoms existed ; 
more especially, too, when he recollects, that 
these symptoms are produced from the very dis- 
ease he means to resist. But if the inoculation 
shall only produce a pustule, or other local phe- 
nomena, I apprehend, they must not consider 
themselves in a much better predicament than 
they were before such inoculation was tried, al- 
though, certainly, they are entitled to consider 
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themselves fully as much protected as they were 
from the Vaccine phenomena in the first in- 
stance ; for they consisted in nothing more, and 
still conferred a certain degree of immunity from 
small-pox contagion ; whereas, when you have a 
small-pox pustule surrounded with inflammation, 
arising from the very disease itself which you 
mean to combat, you certainly are entitled to 
place fully as much, if not more, confidence in 
the exemption it may confer. 

I have already stated, my Lord, that accord- 
ing to the perfection, extent, and even severity 
of the Vaccine phenomena, so is also the degree 
and extent of immunity conferred against small- 
pox ; and also that, in general, it requires a pe- 
riod of from six to ten years after Vaccination, 
for the Vaccine influence to be so much worn 
out of the human body, as to allow the small- 
pox contagion, in the form of inoculation, to pro- 
duce any certain constitutional effects. I would, 
therefore, advise, that these trials should never 
be made sooner than six years after Vaccination ; 
and if the inoculation with small-pox, does not 
produce satisfactory phenomena, we should, upon 
the very first opportunity, expose the individual 
to the natural contagion, when we have every 
reason to expect they will be infected ; and we 
have no reason to be afraid of any dangerous 
consequences ; because having previously subject- 
ed them to the test of inoculation, which, if pro- 
perly conducted, we may rest assured that a very 
mild disease from exposure to the epidemic will 
follow; because the previous inoculation with 
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small-pox, has clearly shewn, that the constitu- 
tion is still considerably influenced by the Vac- 
cine process, and that a mild disease will to a 
certainty follow exposure to the epidemic, if it 
should actually possess the power of influencing 
the system ; and it is highly probable that the epi- 
demic contagion will really be able to do so, as 
contagion applied in that form, uniformly exerts 
more influence over the system, than when applied 
in the form of inoculation. The best proof of 
this, my Lord, is clearly exemplified, in the pro- 
digious number of those cases of an attack of 
small-pox succeeding to Vaccination, which have 
occurred among the lower classes, where they 
have been universally mild, merely because they 
have in general occurred at an early period after 
Vaccination. It forms no objection to the ge- 
neral propriety of these directions, that cases 
have occurred which have been particularly se- 
vere, and even fatal, only at the distance of one, 
two, or three years from Vaccination ; or that 
they have been particularly mild, or altogether 
exempted from the influence of small-pox, at 
ten or twelve years. The reasons for this va- 
riety we have already noticed ; and wherever the 
appearance of the cicatrix is very small and su- 
perficial, whether the accounts of the parents cor- 
respond or not, these cases, as soon as they are 
detected, ought all to be subjected to the test of 
inoculation in the first instance, and if this fail, 
— to exposure to the epidemic ; it being always 
understood before having recourse to this last 
test, that every care has been taken to conduct 
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the test by inoculation, in a proper and satisfac r 
tory manner. 

Is it possible then to go on with Vaccination 
under the circumstances, and defects it now 
stands convicted of ? For my part, my Lord, if 
the Jennerian discovery only stood convicted of 
being an uncertain preventative of the dreadful 
scourge of small-pox, and of exerting an influ- 
ence capable of modifying, in various degrees, the 
small-pox contagion, I cannot conceive it our 
duty to go on with the practice, as we have seen 
nothing, but the greatest apprehension, per- 
plexity, and terror must be the consequence ; 
but when we have also seen, there are the strong- 
est reasons for concluding, the anti-variolous 
power which it possesses is only of a temporary 
nature, it would be downright madness to ima- 
gine it possible to go on with such an expedient. 
One thing, my Lord, at all events, is now per- 
fectly set at rest, viz. the total extinction of 
small-pox whenever this practice should be ren- 
dered universal. I apprehend no one will now 
be found, who will contend, that you can pos- 
sibly expect the extinction of a disease by having 
recourse to a mean, which cannot prevent the 
occurrence of the disease itself. 

The only object then, my Lord, now can be, 
to have an antidote which shall banish all ap- 
prehension of suffering an attack of small-pox, or 
this attach positively free from danger. I appre- 
hend, my Lord, you will not now meet with any 
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medical practitioner of experience and character, 
who will lav his hand on his heart, and declare, 
that the Jennerian discovery, as it is now prac- 
tised, is that expedient ; and I am afraid, that 
there are no circumstances by which it can be 
rendered effectual. It may, however, be worthy 
of consideration, whether or not we could render 
it effectual, by taking the assistance of some 
such means as are used in preventing the intro- 
duction and spread of the plague. Still I am 
afraid, as we are wholly ignorant of the sources 
and nature of the small-pox contagion ; as it is 
now a disease so generally diffused over the 
whole world, and so severe and dangerous, we 
could not possibly guard ourselves, either as a 
nation, or as individuals abroad ; and if it should 
once get amongst us, after an absence of thirty 
or forty years, the consequences wovdd be dread- 
ful. I must also observe, that the determined 
obstinacy of the National Vaccine Establishment 
in refusing and resisting all inquiry, has been 
productive of the most distressing consequences. 
It is, I think, evident to a demonstration, had 
they instituted an inquiry, when called upon, or 
when the Original Vaccine Establishment de- 
clared, " that cases of small-pox succeeding to 
" Vaccination had increased progressively every 
" successive year, and that the phenomena of 
" Vaccination, after ten solid years, had been 
" hitherto imperfectly understood and investi- 
" gated ;" had they attended to the proof which 
was poured upon them from all quarters ; had 
they believed other medical men were as capable 



39 

of judging, and entitled to equal credit with 
themselves ; and had they observed the steady 
and gradual increase of adverse facts, the rapid 
decrease of its warmest friends, and the total 
abandonment of those principles which only 
could insure its success ; had they, I say, at- 
tended to these circumstances, and instituted a 
proper inquiry, the practice of Vaccination could 
not have suffered from it without just cause ; 
but from such headstrong and determined zeal, 
those who could no longer place their confidence 
in Vaccination, were either driven to the prac- 
tice of inoculation, or left their children exposed 
to the full operation of the epidemic small-pox, 
which we have already seen we can have now no 
hopes of subduing, and, of course, we must live 
under the constant dread of an attack of small- 
pox, as we may be daily exposed to the influence 
of its contagion ; by which means, a vefy large 
proportion of children are left exposed to the rava- 
ges of the natural disease, and more alarm and dis- 
tress is produced, than actually existed before Vac- 
cination was known. This, my Lord, is the true 
reason why we meet with, and hear every day 
of these fatal cases of small-pox, and which these 
determined Vaccinists, improperly, and unjustly, 
ascribe to those who have ventured to promul- 
gate any facts or opinions inimical to the perfec- 
tion of the Jennerian discovery; — whereas had a 
candid investigation taken place, the just fear and 
apprehensions of the public would have been 
done away if they were false, or, if well founded, 
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the necessary steps would have been adopted 
either to render the practice of Vaccination ef- 
fectual, or to abolish it entirely. 

I have now, my Lord, brought to a conclu- 
sion, those observations which the present state 
of the Vaccine practice seem to me to authorize ; 
and from the view which I have offered to your 
Lordship's consideration, there seems to be no 
possibility of adopting any other expedient, to 
put a period to the confusion, distress, and disas- 
ter, that must ensue, but returning to the prac- 
tice of inoculation, which afforded to all who 
chose to avail themselves of it, a complete anti- 
dote to the baneful effects of the epidemic con- 
tagion, imparted perfect satisfaction, and de- 
stroyed all future apprehensions. The extent to 
which inoculation had attained before the intro- 
duction of Vaccination, was, that the rational 
and intelligent part of society availed themselves 
of its advantages, and eagerly seized the oppor- 
tunity of snatching their offspring from the des- 
perate chance of one in five against their existence, 
at only the hazard of one in five hundred. It is 
evident, that any practice carrying with it the 
advantages already mentioned, and adopted by 
the intelligent part of mankind, must, in the 
course of nearly a century, have become univer- 
sal, had every exertion been made, which the im- 
portance of the subject demanded. Unfortu- 
nately, however, the lower classes were allowed 
to retain their prejudices ; and those who adopt- 
ed the practice, consoled themselves with their 
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private benefits. Neither the legislature, nor 
other public bodies, put themselves to any regu- 
lar system of patronage, and the practice was left 
to work its way, with its own advantages. There 
cannot be the smallest doubt, had the necessary 
exertions been resorted to, the practice would 
have been rendered more safe and easy, — would 
have become universal, — and the existence of the 
epidemic disease, of course, combated by the only 
means which could produce its extinction. 

Although, my Lord, 1 am distinctly of opin- 
ion, no other plan can extricate us from the dis- 
tressing dilemma we are now placed in, still I am 
very far from wishing it should be followed with- 
out a most serious investigation ; for, certainly, 
if any of the methods which have been suggested, 
or any other, could be trusted to as rendering the 
Vaccine practice safe and effectual, it should 
certainly be persevered with. All I now wish, 
and all that I have formerly requested, my Lord, 
is, merely an investigation, conducted on the 
most liberal principles ; and, for this purpose, I 
can see no court so safe, effectual, and satisfac- 
tory, as a committee of both houses of parlia- 
ment. They will at once perceive the propriety 
of rejecting the evidence of the National Vaccine 
Establishment, of all public bodies, and of all 
who have been the professed and determined ad- 
vocates or enemies of the practice at all periods, 
and upon all occasions; they will request the 
viva voce evidence of medical practitioners, and 
more especially surgeons, in all situations of the 
island; also the free communication of every 
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opinion and fact connected with the subject, 
from all parts of Great Britain ; at the same 
time publicly declaring, they wish all former 
prejudices and opinions, on both sides, to be 
laid aside, and simply to state the facts, whether 
they have occurred after their own Vaccination, 
or that of any other medical practitioner. 

I have now only to request your Lordship's 
most serious attention to the view I have now 
presented, and to remember, that every thing I 
have stated on the subject, can be svibstantiated 
by the most satisfactory evidence. I trust your 
Lordship and his majesty's ministers will no 
longer grant the annual vote to the Vaccine 
Establishment, until the practice is proved to 
be entitled to the public patronage ; and I hope 
that means will be instantly adopted for obtain- 
ing a result, which shall satisfy all parties. I 
can assure you, my Lord, no man despises any 
interested motives more than I do. I have dis- 
charged what seemed to me an indispensable 
duty ; and I trust it has fully appeared, I have 
been always anxious, in my different publica- 
tions on this subject, rather to address the judg- 
ment than the feelings. While my own mind 
acquits me of any improper motives, I shall pay 
but little attention to the insinuations of others. 
I am only sorry, that the sentiments I entertain 
of the Vaccine practice, accord but little with 
the comfort and safety, which the public have 
been taught it conferred; but I can conscien- 
tiously declare, it will afford me the highest 
satisfaction, to find my apprehensions ground- 
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less ; and it will confer the greatest pleasure, if 
what I have submitted for your Lordship's con- 
sideration, shall be the means of obtaining an in- 
vestigation, which shall terminate in fixing Vac- 
cination on an intelligible, efficacious, and prac- 
ticable basis. 

I am, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship's 

Most obedient humble servant, 

THOMAS BROWN 

Surgeon, Musselburgh. 
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James Auchie, Printer, liady Stair's Close. 
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